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Conservation Officers have 
come along way 


Nearly acentury ago, Ontario had only four game 
wardens. 

They were paid $10 a month to enforce the province’s 
game and fish laws. They patrolled an area of more than one 
million square kilometres. 

Today, Ontario has over 230 field conservation officers, in 
addition to over 500 deputy conservation officers. And today 
they are more than game and fish cops — they are 
specialists in outdoor recreation, law enforcement, wildlife 
management and public education. 


Guardians of the out-of-doors 


A big part of every conservation officer’s job is to preserve 
and protect our province’s natural resources. Their prime role 
is to enforce game and fish laws, but they are also involved in 
other enforcement and resource management duties — from 
patrolling parks to fighting forest fires. 

The specific seasons and limits set in law help to control 
the harvest of our game and fish. With the help of conserva- 
tion officers, these laws ensure that sportsmen and other 
resource users, now and in the future, will continue to enjoy 
the benefit of Ontario’s game and fish resources. 
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Multi-faceted role 


The responsibilities associated with the conservation 
officer’s role are as varied as they are specialized. 

Conservation officers are in constant contact with the out- 
doors — patrolling on foot, skis and snowshoes; in trucks, air- 
craft and canoes; by boat and snowmobile. Their intimate 
connection with the outdoors provides an invaluable source 
of field information and insight. 

Conservation officers sometimes work with biologists and 
others to protect or reintroduce a scarce species toa 
favorable habitat. In southern Ontario, for instance, conser- 


vation officers joined with a group of other professionals and 
volunteers to help reintroduce the wild turkey. 

Of course, much of the conservation officer’s time is 
devoted to enforcing Ontario’s game and fish laws. A conser- 
vation officer has the legal authority to prosecute offenders 
under many federal and provincial statutes relating to fish, 
wildlife and parks. 

Some enforcement investigations can be completed ina 
day, while others require extensive detective work, using the 
most modern techniques in forensic sciences. 

In addition, their legal expertise is in demand by hunters, 
trappers, fishermen and recreationists — all of whom 
sometimes need assistance in interpreting the law. Anda 
conservation officer is always willing to suggest a good 
fishing spot, age an animal, or discuss animal traits. 

Conservation officers are often called upon to deliver 
presentations in schools and at public meetings. For the 
majority of the public, a conservation officer is the most 
accessible spokesman on the law and outdoor management. 


A high-profile position 

Conservation officers must be highly adaptable and self- 
motivated individuals who are at ease working outdoors, in all 
types of weather, at all hours, and often on holidays and 
weekends. 

They must be as confident and knowledgeable in the 
courtroom as they are in the bush. 

They require good judgment and tact to deal with the 
public, and a commitment to protect and conserve Ontario’s 
wildlife, fish, and other natural resources. 


Trained professionals 


Today, conservation officers are generally graduates of a 
two-year community college course in resource 
management. 

Once an individual is accepted as a conservation officer, 
he or she must take a number of comprehensive courses in 
enforcement techniques and the principles of law. 


Resource management courses are offered at the follow- 
ing institutions in Ontario. For more information contact: 


Sir Sandford Fleming College 
Frost Campus 

School of the Natural Resources 
PO. Box 8000 

Lindsay, Ontario 

K9V 5E6 

(705) 324-9144 


Algonquin College of Applied Arts and Technology 
Registrars Office 

315 Pembroke Street E. 

Pembroke, Ontario 

K8A 3K2 

(613) 735-4700 


Sault College of Applied Arts and Technology 
Registrars Office 

443 Northern Ave. 

Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario 

P6A 5A3 

(705) 949-2050 


Lakehead University 
Registrars Office 
Oliver Road 

Thunder Bay, Ontario 
PIB OE! 

(807) 345-2121 
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